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Custom Painters have been fighting plastics for years. Obtaining a good adhesion to plastics without delamination issues was extremely difficult to
accomplish. This was mainly due to different types of plastics. The availability of proper adhesion promoters was almost non existent. Most custom
painters are at a disadvantage because they learn through trial-and-error. | highly recommend that a person who is serious about a career in the
custom paint field to take a Manufacturers Certification class. There you will learn about products and procedures, all of which are rapidly changing.
Plastic parts have a mold release agent mixed in with them. Maold release agents are lubricants that are injected with the plastic to help extract the
part from the molding dies. Because these agents are mixed with the plastic during manufacturing, they cover the entire surface of the part, inside
and out. To remove these agents, the initial cleaning is an important step prior to painting.

There is an array of plastics used in manufacturing. The two main categories of plastics used are Thermoplastic, a type of plastic that will soften
when heated, and Thermoset, which after it hardens or cures, will not soften when heated. Parts also can be made from many different compounds
such as Thermoplastic Olefin (TPO), Polyurethane (TPUR)., Acrylonitrilebutadiene-Styrene (ABS), Sheet Moldable Compound (SMC) or Fiber
Reinforced Plastic (FRP), just to name a few.

Most of the adhesion promoters were designed for specific plastics. Recently, many of the leading paint manufactures have developed lines of
improved plastic adhesion promoters. PPG has made available their "One Choice” which is a single system that was designed to cover most of the
plastics on the market.
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